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the excellence which marks civilization as on obsolete
superstition.
Another development of the same philosophy is the
doctrine that men come into the world endowed with
"natural rights," or as joint inheritors of the "rights of
man," which have been "declared" times without num-
ber during the last century. The divine rights of man
have succeeded to the obsolete divine right of kings.
If it is true, then, that a man is born with rights, he
comes into the world with claims on somebody besides
his parents. Against whom does he hold such rights?
There can be no rights against nature or against God.
A man may curse his fate because he is born of an
inferior race, or with an hereditary disease, or blind, or,
as some members of the race seem to do, because they
are born females; but they get no answer to their
imprecations. But, now, if men have rights by birth,
these rights must hold against their fellow-men and
must mean that somebody else is to spend his energy to
sustain the existence of the persons so born. What
then becomes of the natural rights of the one whose
energies are to be diverted from his own interests? If
it be said that we should all help each other, that means
simply that the race as a whole should advance and
expand as much and as fast as it can in its career on
earth; and the experience on which we are now acting
has shown that we shall do this best under liberty and
under the organization which we are now developing,
by leaving each to exert his energies for his own success.
The notion of natural rights is destitute of sense, but
it is captivating, and it is the more available on account
of its vagueness. It lends itself to the most vicious
kind of social dogmatism, for if a man has natural
rights, then the reasoning is clear up to the finished